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We persistently track the healthcare professions students who trained in our region to determine if they have returned to practice in 
our communities.  To date, we have identified 471 students who are practicing in 29 of our 39 counties with most of them residing 
in rural counties.  The majority of these healthcare providers are MDs, DOs, PAs, Pharmacists, Dentists, Dental Assistants, RNs, APRNs, 
CRNAs, and Physical Therapists. In addition, MCAHEC brought services and education to 34 out of 39 counties (90%) this fiscal year. 
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Supporting
the recruitment, education, 

training and retention of a diverse 

health professions workforce 

throughout southeast Georgia.

Magnolia Coastlands Area Health 
Education Center (MCAHEC) is a 
community-driven, non-profit 
organization and through our vision, 
mission, values and guiding principles, 
we assist our communities in building 
and sustaining the healthcare workforce 
to meet the region’s healthcare needs.  
For over 20 years, we have served 39 
counties in southeast Georgia from our 
administrative office in Statesboro and 
through an affiliation agreement with 
Georgia Southern University.  We are 
a part of the Georgia Statewide AHEC 
Network with the State Program Office 
housed at August University, Medical 
College of Georgia.  We are joined by 
five other regional AHECs in the State, all 
working toward a special emphasis with 
the rural and underserved areas.  All of 
our 39 counties are considered medically 
underserved, and 34 out of our 39 
counties are considered rural. MCAHEC 
covers the largest region in the State.  We 
accomplish our goals through numerous 
partnerships and collaborations that we 
have developed over the years and 
include healthcare providers, health 
professions students, academic 
institutions, state and federal agencies, 
community organizations and legislative 
leaders.  Without our partners, we would 
not be able to accomplish our mission of 
recruiting, training and retaining students 
and diverse healthcare professionals in 
our region and the State; particularly in 
our rural and underserved communities.  
Our team and MCAHEC Board are 
persistent and very passionate about 
making a difference in the healthcare 
career pipeline, and with the ultimate 
long-term goal of improving the health of 
our communities within Georgia.    
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Recruit Preparing Students for Careers in Healthcare

Jump Start Academy and Health Careers Camp

Goal: 50   Reached: 68

Train Facilitating community-based clinical training experiences for health professions students

Community-based Clinical Training Rotations 

Goal: 469   Reached: 723
  

Retain Retaining Practitioners in the Community

Continuing Education Training

Goal: 400   Reached: 460
   

Classroom Presentations and Career Fairs

Goal: 2,500   Reached: 3,128

Travel and Housing  |  Supported Rotations

Goal: 337   Reached: 337

Inspiring and connecting with students who have 
a strong desire to pursue health careers

Training future healthcare professionals 

Providing continuing education through workshops/conferences and web-based programs

Sparking each student’s initial interest in the wide 
range of health careers and expanding their view of 
this field 

Supporting students during their training

HEALTH CAREERS
Sponsored 4 intensive programs (20+ hours) 

for 68 students in southeast Georgia to learn 

about career opportunities in healthcare.  

This included: a Jump Start Academy with 33 

students from South Effingham High School in Effingham 

County, a Health Careers Camp for teens in collaboration 

with Oconee Fall Line Technical College in Dublin, a Physician 

Mentoring Program in partnership with East Georgia Regional 

Medical Center for 9 pre-med students from Georgia Southern 

University (GSU), and, 18 AHEC Scholars from GSU focusing on 

interprofessional practice and education.

PUBLIC HEALTH FOR YOUNG ADULTS (PHYA DAY)
Partnered with GSU Jiann-Ping Hsu College of 

Public Health to offer the 10th annual PHYA 

DAY 2019.  This resulted in 70 students and 

teachers from 2 counties (Effingham and Bryan) 

and 3 high schools (Richmond Hill High School, Effingham 

County High School, Effingham College and Career 

Academy) participating in this daylong event.  Since its 

inception, PHYA Day has worked with 748 high school 

students to introduce them to careers in community health, 

epidemiology, environmental health and health policy 

administration.

ANCHOR PROGRAM
Anchor was created in 2010 in collaboration 

with Philadelphia College of Osteopathic 

Medicine (PCOM-GA), the hospitals, and the 

local practices in our region.  In August 2018 we 

welcomed our 9th class of 3rd year medical students into 

Anchor - 7 students relocated to Warner Robins from their 

school campus for their 3rd year of clinical rotations.  In 2018, 

MCAHEC launched its first “Anchor in Statesboro” with 2 

PCOM-GA students through a partnership with East Georgia 

Regional Medical Center in Bulloch County.  The program 

provided opportunities to connect with the community, 

network with medical professionals, and to experience and 

work in the culture of a diverse population in Warner Robins 

and in Statesboro.  Since our inaugural class, 107 students 

have been enrolled in Anchor and completed clinical 

training in Houston, Dodge, Bleckley, Bryan, and 

Bulloch counties. 

CLINICAL TRAINING
723 student rotations have occurred with 

133 preceptors with 104,716 hours of clinical 

training in 22 of our 39 counties (17 counties 

were rural).  Student disciplines included: 464 MD, 119 DO, 

37 Dentist, 69 PA, and 34 others.  We provided student 

housing in 5 locations for a total of 41 beds.  We housed 

students for 218 rotations and provided travel stipends 

for 119 rotations.  Overall, this presents an investment of 

$211,942 in clinical training for the fiscal year.

CONTINUING EDUCATION
Sponsored 9 CE/CME activities and 8 

web-based trainings for 460 healthcare 

professionals.  Healthcare professionals used 

the trainings to maintain licensure/certification renewal.  The 

average evaluation score was 4.79 on a scale of 1 to 5 with 5 

being excellent. 

MCAHEC helps to facilitate training webinars for the Georgia 

Care Coordination Council.  The Council is a steering 

committee for the Preventing Avoidable Readmissions 

Together Campaign. The vision of the Council is for every 

Georgian to receive the necessary tools and information 

that prepares and supports them to participate in their 

health and healthcare.

MIGRANT FARMWORKER PROGRAM
Provided multiple opportunities for 52 health 

professions students to experience working 

with migrant and seasonal farmworkers through 

a series of 16 farmworker outreach clinics through

East Georgia Health Center, Inc., as well as 3 community 

health clinics through Southeast Georgia Communities 

Project, Inc. and Reidsville First Baptist Church on evenings 

and weekends. Overall, 97% of the students surveyed would 

recommend the migrant farmworker and community clinic 

experience to other students.  Partner schools included:  

Augusta University, GSU, Mercer University, Oconee Fall Line 

Technical College, PCOM-GA, Southeastern Technical 

College, and South University.  Disciplines included 

medicine, nursing, nutrition, pharmacy, public health, 

dental assisting and others.
MAGNOLIA COASTLANDS AHEC STAFF

Valerie Embry, Continuing Education and Special Projects Coordinator
Cheryl Harper, Student Support Coordinator | Rachel Kirkland, Health Careers Coordinator

Bela Kundu, Preceptor Coordinator | Julie Metts, Staff Assistant
Jane Nester, DrPH, Executive Director

RECRUIT
Preparing youth and adults for careers 
in healthcare by expanding their views 

of the world of health careers and 
inspiring them to pursue the path 

of becoming healthcare professionals

RETAIN
Sustaining the healthcare workforce 

through continuing education 
programs in collaboration 

with our community partners

TRAIN
Facilitating community-based clinical 

training experiences for health professions 
students by connecting future physicians, 

physician assistants, advanced practice 
registered nurses and other healthcare 

providers with our communities

Recruiting...Training...Retaining
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AHEC SCHOLARS PROGRAM (ASP)
MCAHEC launched ASP to promote 
interprofessional practice and education 
(IPE) by recruiting 18 GSU students from 
four departments for the 2-year program. 
This group is comprised of students from 
public health, nutrition, health informatics, 
and nursing.  The purpose of the ASP is to 
give health profession students a unique 
opportunity to practice hands-on training, 
experience providing care in a rural/
underserved environment, work with other 
health profession students, and to learn 
how to function as an interdisciplinary 
team for the best patient and community 
outcomes.

MENTAL HEALTH FIRST AID (MHFA)
MCAHEC worked with the GA Statewide 
AHEC Network and the National Council for 
Behavioral Health to train 2 instructors in 
MHFA.  As part of the AHEC Scholars 
Program, MHFA will be provided to all 
students in the program in addition to 
other health profession students and 
faculty at GSU and preceptors working 
with MCAHEC.  MHFA is an 8-hour training 
program that teaches skills of how to reach 
out and provide initial support to someone 
who may be developing a mental health or 
substance use problem and then help 
connect them to appropriate care.

GEORGIA STATEWIDE AHEC PRECEPTOR 
TAX INCENTIVE PROGRAM (PTIP) 
This program is to recognize and reward 
uncompensated community-based faculty 
physicians, PAs, and APRNs who provide 
training to MD/DO, PA and APRN students 
matriculating at GA academic institutions.  
This year the program moved from a State 
income tax deduction to a tax credit.  
Physicians can earn up to $8,500 of tax 
credits each calendar year while APRNs and 
PAs can earn up to $6,375 tax credits for 
the same time period.  Credits are accrued 
by providing a rotation (160 hours of 
training per credit) with a maximum of 
10 credits.  In our region for the first 
9 months of the calendar year, 89 
preceptors donated 45,973 training hours 
for 260 clinical rotations to train our future 
healthcare providers. 

2019 AchievementsMCAHEC IS PLEASED TO INTRODUCE 
THREE NEW PROGRAMS THIS YEAR.
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Supporting
the recruitment, education, 

training and retention of a diverse 

health professions workforce 

throughout southeast Georgia.

Magnolia Coastlands Area Health 
Education Center (MCAHEC) is a 
community-driven, non-profit 
organization and through our vision, 
mission, values and guiding principles, 
we assist our communities in building 
and sustaining the healthcare workforce 
to meet the region’s healthcare needs.  
For over 20 years, we have served 39 
counties in southeast Georgia from our 
administrative office in Statesboro and 
through an affiliation agreement with 
Georgia Southern University.  We are 
a part of the Georgia Statewide AHEC 
Network with the State Program Office 
housed at August University, Medical 
College of Georgia.  We are joined by 
five other regional AHECs in the State, all 
working toward a special emphasis with 
the rural and underserved areas.  All of 
our 39 counties are considered medically 
underserved, and 34 out of our 39 
counties are considered rural. MCAHEC 
covers the largest region in the State.  We 
accomplish our goals through numerous 
partnerships and collaborations that we 
have developed over the years and 
include healthcare providers, health 
professions students, academic 
institutions, state and federal agencies, 
community organizations and legislative 
leaders.  Without our partners, we would 
not be able to accomplish our mission of 
recruiting, training and retaining students 
and diverse healthcare professionals in 
our region and the State; particularly in 
our rural and underserved communities.  
Our team and MCAHEC Board are 
persistent and very passionate about 
making a difference in the healthcare 
career pipeline, and with the ultimate 
long-term goal of improving the health of 
our communities within Georgia.    

★

COUNTIES SERVED

Emanuel
Evans
Glynn
Hancock
Houston
Jeff Davis
Jefferson
Jenkins
Johnson
Laurens
Liberty
Long
McIntosh

Appling
Baldwin
Bleckley
Brantley
Bryan
Bulloch
Burke
Camden
Candler
Charlton
Chatham
Dodge
Effi ngham

Recruiting...Training...Retaining
2 0 1 9  A N N U A L  R E P O R T

Montgomery
Pierce
Screven
Tattnall
Telfair
Toombs
Treutlen
Twiggs
Ware
Washington
Wayne
Wheeler
Wilkinson



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




